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1
UTENSIL HOLDING AND TURNING DEVICE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §120
of co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/490,322;
Filing Date: Sep. 18, 2014; Entitled: Key Holding and
Turning Device, the full disclosure of which is incorporated
herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to devices that
facilitate the use of everyday objects by individuals with
limited manual dexterity. The present invention relates more
specifically to a device that facilitates the use of ordinary
utensils by individuals that may have difficulty grasping
and/or turning a utensil in its intended manner.

2. Description of the Related Art

Many individuals with a wide range of physiological and
neurological conditions have difficulty handling and
manipulating keys. The use of a typical key involves the
process of picking the key up, grasping the key appropri-
ately, inserting the key into a lock or switch, and then
rotating or turning the key to activate the lock or activate the
switch. All of these actions required with the use of a key are
quite difficult for those that have little or no manual dexter-
ity.

Some efforts have been made in the past to provide
devices and tools for use by those who have difficulty
holding ordinary objects in their hands (such as eating
utensils) to permit the disadvantaged user to appropriately
manipulate the tool or device in a manner that approaches
ordinary use. In most cases, such efforts in the past have
simply created larger or more gripable handles with friction
surfaces that allow the user to engage a loose grip around the
device and still utilize it to an extent. None of the previous
efforts along these lines, however, have been able to provide
a means for properly manipulating an ordinary key in the
manner typically required to carry out its full function. The
mere attachment of a larger or longer handle to the key does
little or nothing for the user’s ability to turn the key once it
has been inserted into the lock or latch. It is the unique
properties of a typical key that require more than simply
increasing the size of the grasping surface area to fully
permit a disadvantaged user to carry out the functions
associated with the use of a key.

It would be desirable, therefore, to have a tool, to which
akey might be attached, that provides an individual with low
manual dexterity the ability to pick up a key from a flat
surface, grasp the key in a manner sufficient to direct its
insertion into a lock or switch, rotate or turn the key once it
has been inserted into the lock or switch, and finally, to
retain the overall key holding device on the user’s wrist even
if the grip on the device is lost. It would be desirable if such
a device could be manufactured from readily available
materials that provide the necessary structure and geometry
to facilitate each of the actions required with the use of a key.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a device attachable to an
ordinary key that allows an individual with limited manual
dexterity to handle the key and use it according to its
ordinary function. The present invention provides a
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Y-shaped handle, typified by a section of naturally occurring
antler or branched wood, that attaches to a key and provides
each of the geometric and structural requirements necessary
to pick up the key from a flat surface, insert the key into a
lock or switch aperture, and finally turn the key once
inserted. The Y-shaped component is curved across its
height dimension, such that when the device is attached to
a key, and the combination assembly is placed on a flat
surface, some portion of the device will always extend above
the flat surface.

In addition, the Y-shaped geometry of the device provides
a yoke engagement structure appropriate for combining with
the user’s hand in an open palm configuration so as to permit
the holding of the device with key, to exert in the appropriate
direction a force sufficient to insert the key into a lock or
switch, and finally by a combination of forces exerted by the
front of the palm and the back of the thumb of the user’s
hand (or by the front of the thumb and the back of the hand),
to rotate the key/device combination in order to activate the
lock or switch. A first preferred embodiment of the present
invention involves the selection and use of an appropriately
configured portion of antler, such as a deer antler. Once a
section of antler has been identified as meeting the require-
ments for three-dimensional curvature, geometry of the
Y-shaped yoke, length of the lever arms, and overall device
length, it may be attached to an ordinary key utilizing a
screw or bolt positioned through an aperture drilled through
the antler material. In addition, a second aperture may be
positioned on the antler material through which a lanyard
section may be placed in order to create a looped retention
cord sufficient to maintain the device with key around the
user’s wrist, even if the grip on the device is lost. Alternate
embodiments of the invention may utilize naturally occur-
ring or individually crafted sections of wood formed into the
same Y-shaped yoke configuration described above in con-
junction with the antler material. Alternately, other types of
material may be utilized and either molded or shaped into
the configurations described in association with the pre-
ferred embodiment to produce the same effective key attach-
ment device that may be utilized by those with limited
manual dexterity.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of the key holding and turning
device of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is an elevational side view of the key holding and
turning device of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the key holding and
turning device of the present invention as engaged by a
human hand.

FIGS. 4 & 5 are geometric schematic diagrams disclosing
the minimum and maximum dimensions and the angles for
the various structural components of the key holding and
turning device of the present invention. FIG. 4 is a top view
of these dimensions, while FIG. 5 is an elevational view.

FIG. 6 is an assembly view showing a variety of different
sizes and key types for the key holding and turning device
of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a top plan view of the utensil holding and turning
device of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is an elevational side view of the utensil holding
and turning device of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of the utensil holding and
turning device of the present invention as engaged by a
human hand.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Reference is made first to FIGS. 1 & 2 for a detailed
description of a first preferred embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 1 shows a top plan view of the key holding
and turning device assembled with a typical key, such as
might be used in conjunction with a door lock or ignition
switch. Key holding and turning device 10 is generally
configured with Y-shaped handle 12 supporting a typical key
14. Key 14 is attached to Y-shaped handle 12 by way of key
attachment screw 16 (with locking nut 38 as shown in FIG.
2). The only additional assembled component making up
key holding and turning device 10 is retention lanyard 18. As
discussed above, key holding and turning device 10 of the
present invention is intended for use by individuals with
limited gripping or grasping ability in conjunction with a
small object such as a key. This same limitation may
translate into difficulty holding onto the device of the present
invention which makes the use of retention lanyard 18 a
preferable form of the assembly.

The essential features of Y-shaped handle 12 include
handle palm extension 20 and handle thumb extension 24.
The manner in which the hand of the user might typically
engage Y-shaped handle 12 is described in more detail below
with respect to FIG. 3. Handle palm extension 20 terminates
with palm extension tip 22 as shown. In a similar manner,
handle thumb extension 24 terminates with thumb extension
tip 26. These two extensions 20 & 24 extend from the main
body of Y-shaped handle 12 in the area of handle engage-
ment yoke 28 that, with the hand of the user, engages to
direct a turning force to the key holding and turning device
10 and therefore to key 14. Handle lanyard aperture 30 is
provided through the body of Y-shaped handle 12 to appro-
priately secure retention lanyard 18. Again, the manner in
which the user engages both retention lanyard 18 and handle
engagement yoke 28 is described in more detail below.

Key 14, secured to Y-shaped handle 12 by way of key
attachment screw 16 with locking nut 38, may be any of a
number of different types of keys typically utilized by
individuals to gain access through doors, cabinets, trunks
and the like, or to activate ignition switches, electrical
systems, and other objects typically designed to provide
access or activation by way of a key. Key 14 will typically
have a machined key edge 32 terminating in key tip 34. The
arrangement of key 14 on Y-shaped handle 12 is generally
such as to form an axis extending away from handle palm
extension 20 and handle thumb extension 24. This provides
an axis for both directing an insertion force to position the
key in the lock, as well as an axis for rotating the key once
it has been inserted. The geometry of this process is
described in more detail below with a description of FIG. 4.

FIG. 2 provides a side elevational view of the key holding
and turning device of the present invention as initially
disclosed in FIG. 1. The view of FIG. 2 shows the manner
in which handle palm extension 20 and handle thumb
extension 24 curve to provide a three dimensional height to
the overall key holding and turning device 10. In the view
of FIG. 2, handle palm extension 20 is seen to extend
co-axially with the main body of Y-shaped handle 12 to
approximately a mid-point where it begins to curve down-
ward towards palm extension tip 22. In a similar manner,
handle thumb extension 24 is initially connected to the body
of Y-shaped handle 12 at a point adjacent handle lanyard
aperture 30 before it curves downward to terminate in thumb
extension tip 26. The benefits of having this curvature to the
structure are described in more detail below with regard to
FIG. 5.
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Also visible in FIG. 2 is additional detail showing the
manner in which key 14 is secured to Y-shaped handle 12.
Using key attachment screw 16, which extends through key
attachment aperture 36, key 14 may be semi-permanently
positioned on Y-shaped handle 12 by the attachment of key
attachment locking nut 38 to key attachment screw 16. In the
view of FIG. 2, retention lanyard 18 is shown to extend
through handle lanyard aperture 30 to form a closed loop
that the user may slip around a wrist in order to retain key
holding and turning device 10 even if their hand fails to
maintain a grasp of the device.

Reference is next made to FIG. 3, which is a perspective
view of key holding and turning device 10 of the present
invention as engaged by a human hand. It will be recognized
by those skilled in the art that, although FIG. 3 represents the
use of a right hand with the key holding and turning device
10, a mirror image of the device may easily be implemented
with the left hand of the user in precisely the same manner.
FIG. 3 shows the user’s hand 40 engaging key holding and
turning device 10 after having positioned retention lanyard
18 around hand 40 to extend loosely around the wrist of the
user. In FIG. 3 the back 42 of the hand is shown opposite the
side where the palm of the hand (not shown) engages the
device of the present invention. The thumb 46 extends on an
opposite side of the device from the balance of the hand,
including the back of the hand and the four fingers as shown.
Mid-way between the thumb 46 and the back 42 of the hand
is the yoke of the hand 44, sometimes characterized as the
thumb joint for the hand. It is the yoke of the hand 44 that
engages the handle engagement yolk 28 (not seen in this
view) and which directs a force longitudinally along
Y-shaped handle 12 through key 14 and key tip 34 to provide
the necessary force to direct the key into the lock and
thereafter initiate the rotation of the key.

Rotation of key 14 once inserted into a lock is accom-
plished by the manner in which the palm of the hand
(opposite the back 42 of the hand shown in FIG. 3) and the
thumb 46 engage handle palm extension 20 and handle
thumb extension 24, respectively. Although handle palm
extension 20 is not seen in FIG. 3, it is understood that hand
40 may exert a force (into the page of the drawing in FIG.
3) that, because of the deviation of the extension from the
turning axis of the device, provides a force which tends to
rotate the device around that turning axis. In a similar
manner, thumb 46 exerts a force (out of the page) on handle
thumb extension 24 that reinforces this rotational move-
ment. Therefore, when the user holds the device in the
manner shown in FIG. 3, he or she is able to both direct an
insertion force to secure the key in the lock (or switch), and
a rotating force to turn the key in the lock (or switch). The
combination of the frictional engagement forces between the
palm of hand 40 and the handle palm extension 20, as well
as the frictional forces of the back of the thumb 46 and
handle thumb extension 24, allow the user to generally
maintain key holding and turning device 10 within the
confines of the slightly closed, but not gripped hand. Once
again, retention lanyard 18 further supports the retention of
the device adjacent the user’s hand even if some loosening
of the grip occurs.

Reference is next made to FIGS. 4 & 5, which are
geometric schematic diagrams that disclose the range of
dimensions and angles for the various structural components
of the key holding and turning device of the present inven-
tion. Although a preferred embodiment of the invention may
be manufactured from an antler, such a structure will not
universally be appropriate for use with the key holding and
turning device of the present invention. In other words, there
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are limitations on the range of various geometric elements
within the device that will make it suitable for use to insert
and rotate a key in a lock or with a switch. These limitations
are described in more detail in FIGS. 4 & 5.

FIG. 4 is a top view showing these dimensions and angles,
while FIG. 5 is an elevational view. In FIG. 4, key holding
and turning device functional geometry 50 is represented by
lines and points of given distances arranged and separated
by various angles. Palm lever arm 52 is shown to extend
across the general area where the handle palm extension
exists on the actual device. In a similar manner, thumb lever
arm 54 extends in a manner approximately in the position of
the handle thumb extension of the actual device. Palm lever
arm 52 has a length D, and thumb lever arm 54 has a length
D,. While these lever arm components of the device of the
present invention may vary in length significantly, they each
should be no smaller than approximately an inch and a half
to two inches in length, and no longer than four to six inches
in length. If dimensions D, and D, are less than about an
inch to an inch and a half, then the typical user’s hand is too
large to fit into the yoke formed by the extensions. If the
dimensions D, and D, are too large (i.e., greater than four to
six inches), then the overall device becomes cumbersome
and difficult to carry, store, and manipulate. Dimensions D,
and D, are therefore preferably in the range of one and a half
to six inches.

Hand yoke angle o is the angle formed between palm
lever arm 52 and thumb lever arm 54. The range of accept-
able angles o that may be used in the present invention is
wide, but does have limitations. In general, nothing smaller
than a 20° angle for o is preferable in order to allow the hand
to fully engage the yoke and to provide appropriate insertion
force for the key without pinching the hand. Likewise, angle
a should generally be no greater than 80° in order for both
the palm of the hand to engage the handle palm extension
and the thumb of the hand to fully engage the handle thumb
extension. Much larger than 60° for angle a and the user is
forced to open their hand in order to fully engage the lever
arms for rotation of the key.

Key turning axis 56 is shown to extend generally along
the main body of the Y-shaped handle as well as the
extended turning axis of the key attached to the Y-shaped
handle. The length of key turning axis 56 from its point of
attachment to palm lever arm 52 and thumb lever arm 54 is
perhaps not as critical as the length of each of the above
described lever arms. Nonetheless, the overall device of the
present invention preferably does not exceed six to eight
inches.

Also shown in FIG. 4 are force direction lines that extend
down from palm lever arm 52 and up from thumb lever arm
54 to indicate the manner in which these two lever arms
exert a rotational force on key turning axis 56. The rotational
arrows shown associated with key turning axis 56 result
from the imparting of the forces described above. It is
understood that force direction lines in the opposite direction
would represent the reverse rotation around the key turning
axis 56 to achieve a key function the opposite of that initially
described (such as turning off an ignition switch).

FIG. 5 represents an elevational view of the geometric
diagram shown in FIG. 4 and is intended to describe less
about the manipulation of the device of the present invention
during use, and more about its configuration when not in use
resting on a flat surface. For the same reason that many users
will find benefit in the manipulation of the device of the
present invention for inserting and turning a key, those same
users will find benefit in the curved profile of the device so
that it might easily be picked up from a flat surface. Absent
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a raised profile, the device itself might be difficult to pick up
with a hand that does not entirely close around or grasp
small objects. FIG. 5 also shows key holding and turning
device functional geometry 50, made up primarily of palm
lever arm 52, thumb lever arm 54, and key turning axis 56.

The important feature shown in FIG. 5 is distance Dj,
which is the device peak height. By requiring that the handle
palm extension and the handle thumb extension be curved
away from the yoke engagement point, the overall engage-
ment device will have a profile that permits it to be easily
picked up from a flat surface. This distance D5 shown in
FIG. 5 is therefore preferably in the range of one-half inch
to an inch and a half. Much less than a half inch and the
device becomes difficult to pick up. Much more than an inch
and a half and the device becomes too non-linear to be easily
manipulated in the hand.

The elevation D; is, of course, determined in part by the
length of the lever arms and the turning axis, as well as angle
[ between a flat surface and key turning axis 56. This angle
P in the preferred embodiment (which could just as easily be
associated with either of the two lever arms mentioned) is
preferably in the range of 10° to 30°. Much smaller than 10°
and distance D; may only be established by having a very
long key turning axis 56. Much more than 30° and a given
length of key turning axis 56 provides too tall a distance Dj.

Once again, although the present invention has been
described as preferably being manufactured from an antler
component having angles and dimensions within the ranges
described above, those skilled in the art will recognize that
other materials may be utilized to construct the handle
portion of the device and still retain the same dimensional
characteristics.

Reference is finally made to FIG. 6 which provides a view
of a variety of different key types and sizes for the key
holding and turning device of the present invention. The
intention in FIG. 6 is to show the variability, not only with
the types of keys that might be utilized with the device of the
present invention, but also with the overall dimensions of the
device itself as may be appropriate for hands of different
sizes. Size variation group 60 in FIG. 6 discloses the same
key holding and turning device (large size) 10 described in
more detail above as a first example, as well as key holding
and turning device (medium size) 70 and key holding and
turning device (small size) 80. Each of these examples will
generally have geometric configurations within the ranges
described above, but are scaled so as to permit the most
comfortable and secure use of a particular key with hands of
a particular size. Again, the objective of sizing the overall
device and establishing limitations on the length and angle
of the various extensions is to balance the security of
engagement between the hand and the device with the
comfort of the user. Also important is the process of direct-
ing an insertion force with the device and thereafter direct-
ing a rotational force with the device. The primary goal of
not requiring a firm grip on the device is established by
providing the Y-shaped handle having the geometry gener-
ally described above.

ALTERNATE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Reference is made next to FIGS. 7 & 8 for a detailed
description of an alternate preferred embodiment and use of
the present invention. FIG. 7 shows a top plan view of the
utensil holding and turning device assembled with a typical
eating utensil, such as a spoon, fork, or the combination
spoon/fork shown. Utensil holding and turning device 110 is
generally configured with the same Y-shaped handle 112
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supporting a typical utensil 114. Utensil 114 is attached to
Y-shaped handle 112 by way of attachment screw 116 (with
locking nut 138 as shown in FIG. 8). An optional component
not shown in FIGS. 7 & 8 but useful in the same manner as
in the key holding and turning device (see FIG. 1) is a
retention lanyard. As discussed above, utensil holding and
turning device 110 of the present invention is intended for
use by individuals with limited gripping or grasping ability
in conjunction with objects that may be difficult to grip
and/or manipulate such as an eating utensil. This same
limitation may translate into difficulty holding onto the
device of the present invention which makes the use of a
retention lanyard a optional form of the assembly shown.

The essential features of Y-shaped handle 112 include
handle palm extension 120 and handle thumb extension 124.
The manner in which the hand of the user might typically
engage Y-shaped handle 112 is described in more detail
below with respect to FIG. 9. Handle palm extension 120
terminates with palm extension tip 122 as shown. In a
similar manner, handle thumb extension 124 terminates with
thumb extension tip 126. These two extensions 120 & 124
extend from the main body of Y-shaped handle 112 in the
area of handle yoke 128 in such a manner that the hand of
the user may engage (wrap around) a wedge shaped portion
of Y-shaped handle 112 to provide not only a better grip but
also a better manipulation of the utensil holding and turning
device 110 and therefore of utensil 114.

Utensil 114, secured to Y-shaped handle 112 by way of
attachment screw 116 with locking nut 138, may be any of
a number of different types of utensils typically utilized by
individuals that require gripping and manipulation. Eating
utensils, such as that shown in the drawing figures, are one
example. Others include screwdrivers, brushes, scrapers,
saw blades, knives, cooking utensils, BBQ utensils, garden-
ing hand tools, and many additional small utility devices that
require gripping and manipulation for effective use.

Utensil 114 will typically have an operable head portion
132 terminating in a utensil tip 134. The arrangement of
utensil 114 on Y-shaped handle 112 is generally such as to
form an axis extending away from handle palm extension
120 and handle thumb extension 124. This provides an axis
for both directing a forward motion to position the utensil in
or on the material being manipulated, as well as an axis for
tilting or rotating the utensil once it has engaged the material
being manipulated. The geometry of this process is similar
to that described in more detail above with a description of
FIG. 4.

FIG. 8 provides a side elevational view of the utensil
holding and turning device of the present invention as
initially disclosed in FIG. 7. The view of FIG. 8 shows the
manner in which handle palm extension 120 and handle
thumb extension 124 curve to provide a three dimensional
height to the overall utensil holding and turning device 110.
In the view of FIG. 8, handle palm extension 120 is seen to
extend co-axially with the main body of Y-shaped handle
112 to approximately a mid-point where it begins to curve
downward towards palm extension tip 122. In a similar
manner, handle thumb extension 124 is initially connected to
the body of Y-shaped handle 112 before it curves downward
to terminate in thumb extension tip 126. The benefits of
having this curvature to the structure are the same as
described in more detail above with regard to FIG. 5.

Also visible in FIG. 8 is additional detail showing the
manner in which utensil 114 is secured to Y-shaped handle
112. Using attachment screw 116, which extends through
attachment aperture 136, utensil 114 may be semi-perma-
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nently positioned on Y-shaped handle 112 by the attachment
of attachment locking nut 138 to attachment screw 116.

Reference is next made to FIG. 9, which is a perspective
view of utensil holding and turning device 110 of the present
invention as engaged by a human hand. It will be recognized
by those skilled in the art that, although FIG. 9 represents the
use of a left hand with the utensil holding and turning device
110, a mirror image of the device may easily be imple-
mented with the right hand of the user in precisely the same
manner. FIG. 9 shows the user’s hand 140 engaging utensil
holding and turning device 110 after having positioned the
palm of the hand completely around the device. In FIG. 9 the
back 142 of the hand is shown opposite the side where the
palm of the hand (not shown) engages the device of the
present invention. The thumb 146 extends around to an
opposite side of the device from the balance of the hand,
including the back of the hand and the four fingers as shown.
Mid-way between the thumb 146 and the back 142 of the
hand is the yoke of the hand 144, that extends around and
grips the area of the handle engagement yolk 128 (not seen
in this view) and which directs a gripping force around the
wedge of the Y-shaped handle 112 through utensil 114 and
utensil tip 134 to provide the necessary manipulation forces
to direct the utensil to the material being manipulated and
thereafter to leverage or otherwise lift and move the material
as needed.

Rotation or leverage of utensil 114 once engaged with the
material being manipulated is accomplished by the manner
in which the palm of the hand (opposite the back 142 of the
hand shown in FIG. 9) and the thumb 146 engage (surround)
handle palm extension 120 and handle thumb extension 124,
together. Alternately, with certain types of utensils that may
specifically require a strong rotation, the user may switch to
the manner of handle engagement described above with
respect to the key turning embodiment. In any case, when
the user holds the device in the manner shown in FIG. 9, he
or she is able to direct both a longitudinal motion/force to
secure the utensil in the material to be manipulated, and a
rotating or leverage force to turn and/or lift the utensil in the
material being manipulated. The combination of the fric-
tional engagement forces between the palm of hand 140 and
the handle palm extension 120, as well as the frictional
forces of the curve of the thumb 146 and handle thumb
extension 124, allow the user to generally maintain utensil
holding and turning device 110 within the confines of the
slightly closed and slightly gripped hand. Once again, an
optional retention lanyard (not shown) may further support
the retention of the device adjacent the user’s hand even if
some loosening of the grip occurs.

In contrast to previous efforts to provide large bulky (and
heavy) handles for various utensils for those with limited
manipulation or gripping abilities, the present invention
provides a light weight, ergonomically configured wedge or
Y-shaped handle that also serves to lift the attached utensil
slightly above a flat surface such that it may be easily picked
up for use. This beneficial shape may be established through
the use of an appropriately chosen antler section or through
the manufacture of the same shape from an artificial material
as described above.

Although the present invention has been described in
terms of the foregoing preferred embodiments, this descrip-
tion has been provided by way of explanation only, and is
not intended to be construed as a limitation of the invention.
Those skilled in the art will recognize modifications of the
present invention that might accommodate specific utensils
and structures. Those skilled in the art will further recognize
additional methods for modifying the materials and con-
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struction of the device to accommodate variations in utensil
size and type as well as hand size and grasping ability. Such
modifications, as to structure, orientation, geometry, and
even material composition and construction techniques,
where such modifications are coincidental to the type of
utensil or the specific requirements of the user, do not
necessarily depart from the spirit and scope of the invention.

We claim:

1. A handle member for a utensil to facilitate the handling
and manipulation of the utensil by the hand of a user, the
handle member comprising:

a Y-shaped open yoke, the open yoke comprising:

a linear body section having a length, a longitudinal
axis, a utensil end, and a thickness;

a first branch section forming a first lever arm extend-
ing from the linear body section, the first lever arm
having a length, a longitudinal axis, and a terminal
point; the longitudinal axis of the first lever arm
forming a first acute angle with the longitudinal axis
of the body section; and

a second branch section forming a second lever arm
extending from the linear body section, the second
lever arm having a length, a longitudinal axis, and a
terminal point, the longitudinal axis of the second
lever arm forming a second acute angle with the
longitudinal axis of the body section the second
acute angle rotated from the longitudinal axis of the
body section in a direction opposite that of the first
acute angle, the longitudinal axes of the body section
and the first and second lever arms intersecting at a
common vertex; and

an extension element connecting the utensil to the utensil

end of the linear body section, the utensil generally

aligned along the longitudinal axis of the linear body
section;

whereby the user may engage the Y-shaped open yoke

with their hand directing the thumb of the hand around
one side of the open yoke and the palm of the hand
around the opposing side of the open yoke so as to
engage the first and second lever arms and thereby
direct a manipulation of the handle member and the
utensil to which it is connected about the longitudinal
axis of the linear body section.
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2. The handle member of claim 1 wherein the linear body
section, the first branch section, and the second branch
section, are formed from a unitary piece of material, and
wherein:

the linear body section generally comprises a cylindrical

solid extending from the common vertex of the open
yoke to a region proximate the utensil end;

the first branch section generally comprises a tapered

cylindrical solid extending from the common vertex of
the open yoke to a narrow end at the terminal point of
the branch; and

the second branch section generally comprises a tapered

cylindrical solid extending from the common vertex of
the open yoke to a narrow end at the terminal point of
the branch.

3. The handle member of claim 1 wherein the longitudinal
axes of the body section and the first and second lever arms
all generally extend within a common plane.

4. The handle member of claim 1 wherein at least one of
the longitudinal axis of the body section, the longitudinal
axis of the first lever arm, and the longitudinal axis of the
second lever arm, extends outside of a common plane
formed by the remaining two longitudinal axes, wherein
placement of the handle member and connected utensil on a
flat surface results in an elevation of the common vertex of
the handle member above the flat surface.

5. The handle member of claim 4 wherein the longitudinal
axis not coplanar with the remaining two longitudinal axes
forms an elevational angle in the range of 10 to 30 degrees
from the common plane.

6. The handle member of claim 2 wherein the unitary
piece of material comprises at least a portion of an antler.

7. The handle member of claim 1 wherein the lengths of
the lever arms of the first and second branch sections are
each in the range of 1.5 to 6 inches measured from the
common vertex.

8. The handle member of claim 1 wherein the first and
second acute angles combine to form a third acute angle in
the range of 20 to 80 degrees, the third acute angle com-
prising the angle between the first and second lever arms.

9. The handle member of claim 1 wherein the utensil
comprises an eating utensil.

10. The handle member of claim 9 wherein the eating
utensil comprises a combination spoon and fork.
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